W ith the beginning of each new year comes an opportunity to publish and make available for everyone to read American Association of Diabetes Educators (AADE) position statements. A position statement is an official report reflecting an organization's beliefs on a broad range of topics. Position statements provide an explanation, justification, or recommendation signifying an organization's viewpoint regarding an issue. 1 As the field of diabetes education and the role of the diabetes educator changes within the health care arena, the Board of Directors at AADE aims to support its members by showcasing current and best practices through the dissemination of position statements, offering guidance, and providing an expert voice.
Position statements are significant documents providing AADE's view and stance on a broad range of topics. The statement provides a clear and concise explanation of the topic, including background information and rationale behind the stance. Position statements should be evidencebased as the literature allows, serving as scientific justification with appropriate peer-reviewed articles and public policy documents. In some cases, position statements on issues where definitive evidence/data are lacking are warranted. Position statements convey an organization's message and written in simple and clear language. Topics of concern are developed for health care professionals by members of AADE on behalf of AADE. Because position statements are viewpoints of AADE, they are authored by AADE. Members of AADE who have expertise on a specific topic and are part of the writing team are listed and acknowledged for their expertise.
Position statements are reviewed every 5 years or so. In some instances, a review of a position statement may occur before 5 years if there have been significant or important changes that impact the practice of diabetes care or the role of the diabetes educator. Upon reviewing position statements, a decision is made as to whether the statement is reaffirmed, needs revision, or will be retired. After final approval by the Board of Directors, position statements are published on AADE's website along with being disseminated to members in the first issue of The Diabetes Educator (TDE) every year. All newly approved position statements from the previous year are published in TDE along with other recently reaffirmed or revised statements.
In this issue, one new position statement, "The Role of the Diabetes Educator in Diabetes Formulary and Medical Device Decisions," is published. Also, several other position statements are published, including "Diabetes Selfmanagement and Support in Type 2 Diabetes: A Joint Position Statement," "Management of Children With Diabetes in the School Setting," and "Role of the Diabetes Educator in Inpatient Diabetes Management." Finally, the 2017 National Standards for Diabetes Self-Management Education and Support are reprinted.
In strengthening the field of diabetes education and preparing diabetes educators for the future, AADE continues to approve the coordination of position statements to help promote current and best practices on significant issues. Diabetes educators are encouraged to become familiar with the statements and share with colleagues. James A. Fain, PhD, RN, BC-ADM, CDE, FAAN, FAADE Editor-in-Chief, The Diabetes Educator
